[Aneurysm of the thoracic aorta--a rare cause of fatal obstruction of the central bronchial system].
Two patients presented with severe obstruction of the distal trachea and the main bronchi, owing to compression by an aneurysm of the descending thoracic aorta (patient 1) and the ascending and descending aorta (patient 2). Both patients died from combined respiratory and cardiac failure. Thoracic aortic aneurysm should be included in the differential diagnosis of subacute tracheobronchial obstruction.